Volume: 2, No.2 16 Janauary 2022

myanmar updates
Published by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, National Unity Government of Myanmar

CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE UNLIKELY AS
MYAMAR JUNTA REVERTS TO STRATEGY OF
MASSACRES, BURNINGS, AND AIRSTRIKES

O

nly five countries sent courtesy messages to the
junta on the 74th Independence Day of Myanmar,
4 January 2022. This is a diplomatic expression on
the part of the international community and governments
around the world, that they do not recognise the Myanmar
military junta. The military coup has failed.
In the Independence Day speech of the National
Unity Government’s Acting President, Duwa Lashi La stated
that: ‘the dialogue table is not the right place for criminals
with blood on their hands…criminal courts are where they

belong’. However, he also stated that Myanmar’s National
Unity Government (NUG) always welcomes military personnel
who are opposed to the military’s atrocities, and who believe
that their responsibility is to protect the country, not to be
involved in politics, even though they may still be under the
command of the terrorist junta leadership.
This newsletter covers the innumerable international
crimes committed by the military junta and highlights what
the international community and governments should
consider.

T

he reason the country is undergoing political instability is because the
military believes that they have to be part of our country's political leadership.
As long as the military holds this supreme saviour mindset, there will still be
political instability in the future, and the current problems stem from this mindset.
We need to understand that this is the source of all these problems.
- H.E Zin Mar Aung, Minister for Foreign Affairs, National Unity Government, Oct 29, 2021.

AIRS TRIKES ON CIVILIAN AREA: A STRATEGY TO OVERCOME THE MYANMAR PEOPLE

T

he Myanmar military junta is the only terrorist group
in the world with an Air Force. To date its air force has
carried out airstrikes on civilian areas in 26 townships
across 7 States/Regions in Myanmar since the Myanmar anti-coup
movement gained momentum.In December 2021, the junta’s air
force conducted 15 airstrikes in Sagaing and Magway Regions, and
Kayin and Karenni States. In the first half of January 2022, there
were 11 attacks in Sagaing Region, 4 attacks in Kayin State, and

C o n t a c t u s : m o f a @ n u g m y a n m a r. o r g

a further 4 attacks in Karenni State, destroying private and public
properties including churches. Many civilians were injured or died
as a result.
Figure 1 shows that the terrorist junta has been stepping
up airstrikes on civilian areas since mid-December. According to
military sources, the appointment of a new Air Force Commanderin-Chief on 10 January 2022 was due to dissatisfaction with the
former commander-in-chief’s actions.

Fo r mo re i nfo rmat i o n : h t t p s : / / m o f a . n u g m y a n m a r. o r g /

1

MYANMAR UPDATES | VOL:2 | NO: 2 | 16 JANUARY 2022 |

Figure 1: Airstrikes on Civilian Areas from 1 Dec 2021 to 14 Jan 2022

The junta airdropped leaflets in civilian areas explicitly
announcing that villages affiliated with the local defence forces
would be relocated and combined with other relocated villages.
(Figure 2) This proves that the military council’s airstrikes were
deliberately targeting civilian settlements across the country to
create fear and to employ the junta’s notorious 4-cut strategy
systematically and intentionally.

Figure 3: Situation of IDP in Loi Kaw and Hpruso
of Karenni State due to the Junta’s airstrikes

Figure 2: The Junta’s Airdropped Leaflet with Messages
Threatening Local Communities

As a result of the series of attacks, the number of internally displaced
persons (IDPs) has steadily increased in Myanmar; bringing the
total number of IDPs to about 505,000 since the attempted coup
on 1 Feb 2021 (https://www.internal-displacement.org/countries/
myanmar). More than half of the population in Karenni State have
now abandoned their homes to find a place safe from the junta’s
brutal repression and airstrikes. (Figure 3)
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Figure 4: Massacres Conducted by the
Junta’s Armed Forces

Massacres: A Strategy to
Defeat the Anti-Coup Movement
MAR

O

n Christmas Eve 2021, the junta’s armed forces
arrested over 38 people and burned them to death,
including two Save the Children staff, near Hpruso
in Karenni State. People around the world were shocked by the
news. In reality, such brutal killings of innocent civilians have been
the modus operandi of the Myanmar military for decades.
For the past year since the failed coup on 1 February 2021, the
Myanmar military has attempted to intimidate the people of
Myanmar to quell the anti-coup movement; the military junta has
sent thousands of fully armed troops to the areas where strong
local resistance groups have emerged and conducted a series of
mass killings of civilians as a strategy to overcome the resistance.
The areas where the massacre took place are Thantlang and
Mindat in Chin State; Kalay, Ka Ni, Pa Le, Salingyi, Myaung and Yin
Mar Bin in Sagaing Region; and Myaing, Yaw and Saw in Magway
Region. (Figure 4)

MYAING MASSACRE
March 11 – Killed 6
6 anti-coup protesters were killed by SAC’s armed forces in
Myaing Township, Magway Region.
APR

BAGO MASSACRE
April 9 – Killed 82+
At least 82 anti-coup protesters were killed by SAC’s armed
forces in Bago, capital city of Bago Region.

JUL

KANI MASSACRE
July 1 – Killed 4 people
SAC’s soldiers killed 4 people in Shinkoetat village, Kani
Township of Sagaing Region. They were tortured first and
buried in shallow graves.
July 11 – Killed 16
SAC’s soldiers killed 16 people in Yin village, Kani Township of
Sagaing Region. They were tortured to death and the bodies
were thrown in a forest gully.
July 26 – Killed 12
SAC’s soldiers killed 12 people including a disabled person
and a child, in Zee Bin Dwin village, Kani Township of Sagaing
Region, and mutilated bodies were found buried in shallow
mass graves.
July 27 – Killed 11 people in Htoo village
SAC’s soldiers killed 11 people in Htoo village, Kani Township
of Sagaing Region, and they were tortured first and buried in
shallow graves.

SEP

DOENWE MASSACRE
Sep 8 – Killed 3
Three men including 30-year old villager with an
intellectual disability have been violently killed
in Kalay Township, Sagaing Region

DEC

DONE TAW MASSACRE
Dec 8 – Killed 10
10 villagers including 5 teenagers (aged between 14 and 17)
who live in Done Taw village, Salingyi Township of Sagaing
Region, were seized and shot/stabbed while forced to knee
with their hands tied. SAC’s solders burned them alive before
the died.

Note: The cases presented in the Figure 5 are well-known cases
which have appeared in reports and media. There may be more.
The terrorist junta’s armed forces’ systematically invaded
and attacked civilian areas, village by village, firing on civilians,
torturing with the intent to inflict severe pain, and intentionally
killing civilians especially through injuries to the face and head, and
burning villages. This pattern was the same everywhere regardless
of race, religion, and location. This pattern of intentionally and
systematically committing these crimes across the country, shows
that this is the military junta’s strategic response to the Myanmar
people’s anti-coup movement.

The Military Junta’s Innate Behaviour

I

n addition to terrorising local civilians in armed resistance
stronghold areas, the Terrorist military junta does not
condone peaceful demonstrations either. The international
community was shocked when the world media presented video
footage of the violent crackdowns against peaceful demonstrations,
for example on 5 December 2021 where a military truck rammed
into anti-coup protesters and shot at them in Kyimyindaing
Township, Yangon.
In fact, since 1 February 2021, when the coup was attempted,
there have been 29 similar violent incidents across the country,
where vehicles driven by the junta’s security forces were rammed
continues on next page .......
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HLAINGTHARYAR MASSACRE
March 4 – Killed 65+
SAC’s soldiers deliberately kettled protesters and used
lethal force during the anti-coup protests in Hlaingtharyar
Township, Yangon Region

MOSO MASSACRE
Dec 24 – Killed 38+
31 bodies were autopsied, and ashes collected in three body
bags. It is speculated that up to 49 people could have been
killed including young girl under the age of 12.
Those who carried out the autopsies speculate that…
including a young girl. Several bodies had their hands tied
behind their backs, were gagged, or had perforations to their
chest and lungs.

Source: NUG MoHA and MoHR’s Reports and various World News Agencies
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into protesters (Figure 6). The military council has in fact authorized
this method of cracking down on peaceful protesters. In the
past, many foreign democratic countries invested significantly
in police and military reform in Myanmar; and police forces
received crowd control training to be able to manage peaceful
demonstrations properly. The military junta’s reaction to the
peaceful demonstrations since Feb 2021 demonstrate that their
behaviour remains inalterable.

Figure 6: Area where the junta’s armed forces committed crimes against
humanity and war crimes and frequency by month (Feb-Dec 2021)

Figure 5: Incidents where peaceful demonstrators have been
rammed by security force vehicles, since the Feb 1 attempted coup

MARCH 2021
March 8 – 1 motobike from protest
group was hit by the junta force’s car
to disperse and arrested the riders at
the corner of 57th St. and Manawhari
St. in Mandalay. 3 people were
seriously injured.

Note: the map and diagram are prepared based on data collected by AAPP

Enacting Justice, Ending the Crisis

C

December 8 – Some youths who were
riding the motorbike were hit by junta
force’s car and arrested in Mandalay.

Source: NUG MoHA Monthly Reports

C o n t a c t u s : m o f a @ n u g m y a n m a r. o r g

hristine Burgener, the UN Secretary-General’s Special
Representative for Myanmar; Thomas Andrews, the
UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Situation in
Myanmar; and Nicholas Koumjian, head of the UN’s Independent
Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar, have reported to various
UN bodies including the Security Council about the war crimes
and crimes against humanity committed by the Myanmar military
junta. But, to this day, the military junta has not been prosecuted.
In addition, some members of the international community have
argued that such criminals will one day stop the violence and
commence dialogue. They are still hoping the junta will completely
reverse its mode of operating and engage in a constructive
political dialogue.
Due to the lack of effective action from the international
community against the junta’s longstanding pattern of aggressive
behaviour and absence of good will toward a constructive political
dialogue, the junta will continue in its violence and oppression
against the people’s aspirations for human rights and a democratic
federal union in Myanmar, under the impunity that has been
accorded to the Myanmar military dictators for the last 60 years
since the military coup in 1962 (Figure 6).
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International Criminal Court and
Universal Jurisdiction

A

ccording to the NUG’s Acting President Duwa Lashi La,
these international criminals should be sent to domestic
and international criminal courts. The NUG has submitted
a declaration to International Criminal Court (ICC) on 20 August
2021 that mentions the NUG accepts the jurisdiction of the ICC for
international crimes committed in Myanmar since 1 July 2008. The
NUG is committed to ensuring accountabilities for all human rights
abuses and ending impunity.
In order to bring justice to the people of Myanmar,
international community and governments should assist them to
be able to prosecute the military junta at the ICC or in the courts
of countries which adopt principle of universal jurisdiction. The
NUG always welcome the military personnel, despite being under
the auspices of the Coup d’état, who did not accept the junta’s
violence, and believed that the military had no reason to be
involved in politics other than to protect the country and its people.
The constructive political dialogues can be expected from this kind
of military personnel.

Our initial analysis of
the available information
indicates that crimes committed
in the aftermath of the coup are
both widespread and
systematic in nature.
Under international law,
crimes such as killings and
arbitrary detentions committed
as part of a widespread or
systematic attack on a
civilian population are

CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY.

Message from the Head of
Independent Investigative Mechanism for
Myanmar, Bulletin Issue 5, October 2021

act now

T

he people of Myanmar are being subjected to daily brutal and inhumane treatment by these terrorists almost one
year. Therefore, it is time for international community and governments to think about what they can DO to end the
crisis, which is not domestic affairs, but becoming regional issue.

International community needs to join with people of Myanmar and their National Unity Government to stop the
terrorist junta striving to perpetuate the evil practices of tyranny and oppression on its own people on the world map; it is
only way for Myanmar to return to a dignified member of the global family and then bring about sustainable, democratic, and
sustainable development in the region.

It has been 350 days
under the terrorist junta !
Now is not the time for words of condemnation
for the terrorist junta and words of compassion
for the people of Myanmar. It's time to take action
andassist the people of Myanmar to be able
to bring these criminals to justice.
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